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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) P3 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Visvanathan et al. (US 6,359,643) in view of Miyazaki (US 2005/0231631). 
[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1, Visvanathan discloses a digital camera comprising: an image 
pickup device for shooting a subject image (Figure 1 , Item 1 14); recording the image 
data onto a recording medium (c. 3, II. 52-62); marking instruction means for instruction 
addition of marking data to an arbitrary frame in recording the motion picture data onto 
the recording medium (Figure 3, Step 308); marking means for adding marking data to a 
frame specified by the marking instruction means (Figure 3, Step 310) and playback 
means (c. 3, II. 62-67). However, Visvanathan does not disclose search means for 
detecting a frame marked by the marking means, displaying a predetermined number of 
frames in the neighborhood of the detected frame and still picture recording means for 
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recording a frame selected by selection means as still picture data onto the recording 
medium. 

Miyazaki discloses an image pickup apparatus which, when an image is 
captured, allows a user to select an image from an image taken at a time when a 
shutter button was pressed and a pre-selected number of frames taken before and after 
than image and stores the selected frame into memory to ensure that a picture at a 
desired timing is captured (Figure 1; Paragraphs 0008-0009 and 0034-0035). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement a display, selection and storage system as taught by 
Miyazaki in the camera of Visvanathan to ensure that an image at the desired timing 
can be properly captured. The examiner notes that to implement such a system, it 
would be inherently necessary to provide a search means to allow the camera to detect 
frames which have been marked as still images so that the camera can decompress 
and display the pre-selected number of images surrounding the captured still image to 
allow the user to select the desired image. However, Visvanathan in view of Miyazaki 
does not specifically disclose the use of a compression and decompression circuit for 
compressing motion picture data on a per frame basis and decompressing the motion 
picture frames for playback. 

Official Notice is taken that the use of compression/decompression means are 
notoriously well known in the art to reduce the amount of data which needs to be stored 
and lower memory requirements by compressing the image data prior to recording and 
decompressing the image data prior to playback. Therefore, it would have been 



Application/Control Number: 10/630,903 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2622 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
compression/decompression means to lower the amount of data which needs to be 
stored and lower the memory requirements of the system of Visvanathan in view of 
Miyazaki. 
[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, Visvanathan discloses a recording medium which is a 
removable memory card (i.e. nonvolatile recording medium detachable form the camera 
unit; c. 3, II. 56-59). 
[claim 3] 

Regarding claim 3, Visvanathan discloses an interface for outputting still picture 
data recorded on the recording medium to an external device (Figure 1, Item 154). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



i. 



Yumoto et al. 



US 6,734,910 



ii 



Niida 



US 2002/0044766 



in 



Goldmark 



US 3,627,922 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TJH 

10/12/2006 




